power programs already include the use of plutonium in the fuel loaded into reactors. But the amount of weapons plutonium likely to be surplus is small on the scale of global nuclear power use—amounting to the equivalent of only a few months of fuel for existing reactors—and this stock of weapons plutonium is not essential to the future of any civilian nuclear development programs. There is thus no reason that disposition of this weapons plutonium should drive decisions on the broader questions surrounding the future of nuclear power.
THE CONTEXT: WORLD STOCKS OF FISSILE MATERIALS
The plutonium and HEU resulting from arms reductions are only part of the world's stocks of these materials, which include:
1.  military plutonium and HEU in operational nuclear weapons and their logistics pipeline;
2. military plutonium and HEU held in reserve for military purposes, in assembled weapons or in other forms;
3.  military plutonium and HEU withdrawn from dismantled weapons and considered excess;
4.  separated plutonium and HEU in storage in preparation for use in military 01 civilian reactors;
5. plutonium and HEU currently in reactors;
6. irradiated plutonium and HEU in spent fuel from reactors; and
7.  military and civilian plutonium and HEU outside the categories above including excess stocks, scrap, residues, and the like.
The problem of management and disposition of excess weapons piutoniun (category 3) is the focus of this report, but policy for it must take into accoun the large stocks of plutonium and HEU in these other categories since, will varying degrees of difficulty, they can all be used in nuclear weapons (set Figure 1-3).
Although all but a small fraction of the world's HEU is in military use civilian stocks of plutonium are several times larger than the military stock; and are growing much faster, by some 60 to 70 tons each year. Most of thes< civilian stocks, however, are in the form of radioactive spent fuel from th< world's power reactors. The difficulty of extracting this plutonium decline substantially as the radioactivity of the fuel decays over the decades after i leaves the reactor. Some plutonium is being separated from spent fuel for use a reactor fuel. Separation has outpaced use of this plutonium; roughly 80 to 9( tons of excess separated civilian plutonium is in store around the world today representing more than half of all the civilian plutonium that has ever beeipportunity for taking similar steps with other fissile materials worldwide.
